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ISSUE PAPER No. 01
Meeting Public Involvement Responsibilities of Goal 1

Issue

Inquiries have been made as to whether Washington County staff efforts for public involvement in the Urban and Rural Reserves long range planning process have met the criteria set forth in Oregon Administrative Rules 660-015-0000(1) – Goal 1: Citizen Involvement. In particular have Washington County staff utilized all the tools identified in the Coordinated Public Involvement Plan (CPIP), specifically making use of citizen involvement committees.
Recommendation

Consider the information presented in this issue paper as part of the deliberations for recommending rural and urban reserves in Washington County to the Regional Reserves Steering Committee. In addressing this issue there are no changes proposed to the recommendations outlined in the August 3 Staff Report.
Background

The Coordinated Public Involvement Plan (CPIP) for Urban and Rural Reserves was adopted in May 2008 by the regional Reserves Steering Committee and adopted by the three counties and Metro as the guiding document for public involvement. The CPIP was reviewed and accepted by the Citizen Involvement Advisory Committee of the Oregon Land Conservation and Development Department as required to meet the objectives of Goal 1. 
Washington County’s Committee for Citizen Involvement (CCI) also reviewed and concurred with the CPIP. The county’s CCI, established in 1986, consistently serves as a public engagement process providing community input to the Board of County Commissioners. 
Washington County’s Public Involvement Plan and subsequent Communications Plan (April 2008) addendum expand upon the CPIP by providing additional public outreach and involvement opportunities. The CCI reviewed and judged the county’s Public Involvement Plan and Communications Plan to be in accord with the regional plan.
Analysis

The CPIP bases outreach and involvement activities on five general approaches, including: open house events, Committee for Citizen Involvement (CCI) and Citizen Participation Organization (CPO) presentations, County Coordination and Policy Advisory Committees, other stakeholder meetings, and public hearings in Phase 4. 
The following efforts by Washington County staff were intended to fulfill the tasks identified in the CPIP:

· Convened, with regional partners, 15 open houses (six in Washington County)

· Convened presentations and discussions with the county’s CCI in 2008 and 2009 including early discussions regarding the county’s public involvement plan (with suggestions incorporated.) The CCI has routinely provided outreach and solicited comments throughout the process.
· Presented at CPOs 3, 4K, 4M, 7, 8, and 15 (some multiple presentations)
· Presented to 12 stakeholder groups in 2008 and eight in 2009

· Provided information for public awareness to over 60 partner groups including chambers of commerce, business development, rural farm suppliers, environmental and agricultural groups

· Produced and distributed multiple brochures and reports describing the reserves process

· Created and distributed more than 3000 postcards and brochures through partner affiliations, meetings, volunteer distribution

· Created and distributed more than 100 counter-top displays with postcards and brochures to community gathering centers including CSAs, farm stands, churches, cafes, grange halls and city offices

· Distributed posters and counter-top displays with postcards and brochures to all libraries within the Washington County Cooperative Library Association

· Provided articles and news updates to more than 55 partner organizations (representing development, environmental, neighborhood associations, chambers of commerce and agricultural interest groups)
· Provided news articles and meeting notices to regional and county-wide media outlets (more than 100 Urban and Rural Reserves and directly related articles published over the last year.)
· Produced and distributed updated  interim and phase-specific public involvement reports (August 2008, April 2009, July 2009)

· Conducted two online surveys resulting in more than 1,400 comments

· Provided information to farm and agricultural attendees at two county fairs plus general public outreach
· Hosted an urban and rural reserves informational table at Tualatin Tomorrow Event in April 2009

· Distributed more than 13,000 notices to unique addresses in the county’s Study Area and to addresses inside the existing UGB adjacent to the Study Area

· Convened a public hearing and open house with more than 250 community members in attendance
· Conducted 10 initial informational stakeholder interviews

· Convened monthly Reserves Coordinating Committee meetings each of which included public comment opportunities

· Presented to Tualatin Chamber of Commerce, the Westside Economic Alliance (WEA),  the Portland Metropolitan Area Realtors (PMAR),  the University Women’s Association – Beaverton Chapter, and twice at the Washington County DLUT Managers and Supervisors meeting.
· Participated in a CPO-lead panel discussion including representatives of 1000 Friends, Oregon Department of Agriculture, Metro and Tualatin Valley Irrigation District

· Provided maps and analysis information to each of the cities in Washington County for discussion at city council meetings

· Gave interviews to local and regional broadcast companies (KEX, KUIK, OPB) 
· Videotaped discussions by Chair Brian on Tualatin Valley Community Television and the Clackamas County Government broadcast channel

· Maintained an updated website including maps and documents used in reserves analysis

· Maintained, updated and distributed to a reserves “Interested Parties” email list of approximately 800

· Provided ongoing project updates for distribution through stakeholder groups such as the Washington County Farm Bureau, the Tualatin Soil and Water Conservation District and 1000 Friends.

· Collected and compiled more than 2500 comments, testimonies, postcards and petitions.
City Efforts
In addition to staff efforts listed above, each of the cities within Washington County provided ongoing opportunity for community awareness building and comment. Following are examples of city-led efforts:

City of Tualatin

· City Council work sessions in December 2008, February, March and April 2009
· Tualatin Planning Advisory Committee (Citizen Involvement Committee): January, February, March,

· April, May, June, July and August 2009

· Outreach at Tualatin Tomorrow Community Event – April 2009 and Tualatin Crawfish Festival – August 2009

· Published in: City newsletter (front page) June 2009

· August Public Hearing notice – City newsletter August 2009

· Website content added and updated since April 2009

· Presentation to Stafford CPO – April 2009

City of Forest Grove

· City Council and Planning Commission work sessions January, May, November 2008, January, March, May, July and August 2009.
City of Sherwood

· City Council and Planning Commission updates and discussions June, July, November 2008, January, February and August 2009.

· Presentation to Sherwood Chamber of Commerce – January 2009

· Website information, updates and links – ongoing

· Articles in city newsletter (the Archer) - ongoing
Summary

Staff efforts in public outreach and involvement meet and in many instances exceeded the expectations identified in the CPIP and Goal 1. The county’s Committee for Citizen Involvement and the Citizen Participation Organizations provided many active voices for the rural communities and on-going citizen input into the process. 
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